
2011 FULBRIGHT FOREIGN LANGUAGE TEACHING ASSISTANT (FLTA) PROGRAM
If you have received the application as an email attachment, please follow the following instructions.
1. All items in this application are to be completed in English. As applications must be photocopied, do not use blue or other colors of ink. 
2. All pages and parts of the application must be completed and returned to constitute a full dossier. 
3. Every question must be answered completely and carefully. Please make every effort, however, to limit your response to the space provided. 
4. Indian applicants should direct all enquiries about the Foreign Language Teaching Assistant program to USIEF offices, not to IIE. Write to Gayatri Singhal, Indian Program Coordinator, USIEF, New Delhi gayatri@usief.org.in or call 011-42090909. 
5. Completed applications should be returned to USIEF, New Delhi by September 15, 2010 in order to be considered for the academic year to begin in the U.S. in August 2011. DO NOT SEND YOUR APPLICATION DIRECTLY TO IIE, NEW YORK. Applications sent directly to IIE or incomplete applications cannot be considered.  In addition to the completed FLTA form, the application package will include your academic documents (as outlined in item 6 below), your completed personal information form, three letters of reference and a photocopy of your passport. 
6. Candidates must attach complete and certified academic documents covering the entire period of study at universities or other post-secondary institutions. Documents must be accompanied by complete English translations. Academic documents must consist of: A certified official record (transcript) from each university or post-secondary institution listing the subjects you studied and the grades you received during each year of your enrollment. Include all post-secondary institutions you have attended, even those from which you did not receive a degree or diploma. In case you cannot get your marksheets/degree certificates attested/certified by the institution(s) that issued these to you, attach photocopies of the marksheets and degree/diploma certificates. Shortlisted candidates will be required to produce the originals at the time of interview in Delhi. 
7. Confidential Letters of Reference should be written by teachers under whom you have studied or pursued research or by someone who has supervised you in work related to your proposed field of study. Letters of Reference should not be written by persons related to you either by blood or marriage, or by personal friends. The letters should be written in English if possible, or accompanied by accurate translations. These letters should be completed on the enclosed “Confidential Letter of Reference” forms and sent directly to USIEF, New Delhi 110001 ( Attn: Sarina Paranjape) to reach no later than September 15, 2010. 
8. For the item on Language Proficiency, if you have taken any standard test of English language proficiency such as the TOEFL or IELTS, please attach a photocopy of the score report. Applicants recommended by the selection committee will be required to take the TOEFL in October/November 2010. USIEF will provide such applicants with a fee voucher towards the fee. 
9. If you are notified that you are a nominee for the program, you must complete and submit the medical form to USIEF. 
Additional Instructions specific to the application form
Item 2 – Name: It is very important that you list your name exactly as it appears (or will appear) on your passport. Please use upper and lower case when entering your name, e.g. Ron Smith. Avoid using all capital letters or using all lower case. Also, do not use diacritical markings (accent marks) as this can sometimes create computer-related problems. 

Item 4 – Date of Birth: Please list the month of your birth first and then the day. 
Item 12 – If you respond “No” to this item, the expectation is that you will be adaptable to all regions of the U.S. 
Item 15 – Objectives: Item 15 is one of two long essays you must complete for your application. 

Do not exceed your essay beyond two typed pages. Completing the Objectives essay provides the readers (your future supervisor and other university/college officials) with a picture of you and your career interests. This essay will allow you to: 

• Emphasize key qualifications, areas of expertise, skills and/or goals 

Tip: Reflect on your overall qualifications and career goals: In what ways do they fit with the FLTA Program? 

• Help the readers find out about your character/personality 

Tip: Think about making a good first impression 

• Appeal to college/university supervisor expectations 

Tip: Consider: What qualifications are most desired by college and university professors in a language teacher/assistant? What other personal qualities do you possess that would make you attractive to them? Think about what role--or roles— you expect to have on campus? 

A good essay for this task will answer these questions: 

1. Why are you applying for the FLTA Program? 

2. What are your main qualifications? 

3. What are your career goals? 

How do you get started? 

Research the Fulbright FLTA Program by visiting www.flta.fulbrightonline.org. From your research you should know the program’s purpose and the goals of the program that interest you. 
A proper essay will include: 

• An introductory paragraph 

• At least three (3) body paragraphs 

• A concluding paragraph 

A proper paragraph will include: 

• An introductory statement 

• Supporting evidence of the introductory statement 

Note: Don't write that you would make an excellent FLTA unless you can support your statement with specific reasons. Your desire to become an FLTA should be logical, the result of specific previous experience. 
Remember: You will likely need to write more than one draft. Use proper grammar and punctuation. Be meticulous. Type and proofread your essay very carefully. You may want another person to read your essay and check it for errors. You should take great care to write a clear and detailed description.
Item 19 – Institutions Attended: Please list all post-secondary institutions attended in reverse order (putting the most recently attended first). List all post-secondary institutions attended even those from which you did not obtain a degree. Please ensure submitted degree names are legible and do not contain symbols. 
 Items 29, 30, 31 – Course Interest, Teaching Language of Nomination and Sharing Your Culture: Although these are shorter essays, you should take great care with your responses. These short essays provide another opportunity for you to communicate your understanding of the program’s goals and why you would be an appropriate candidate, as well as showcase your ability to meet the language teaching assistant needs of U.S. host institutions. Do not exceed your essays beyond 500 words. 
Item 32 – Personal Statement: Write a narrative concerning your personal history and long-term goals; it should not be a mere listing of facts. You should not copy your Objectives statement to this section. You should create a new essay. Do not include your curriculum vitae or resume. This essay will allow you to: 
• Tell a story 

Tip: Consider: What’s special, unique, distinctive and impressive about your life story? 
• Present your life experience 

Tip: Consider: Why might you be a better and more successful FLTA than others? 
• Help your future supervisor get to know you as a person 

Tip: Consider: What personal characteristics do you possess? 
A good essay for this task: 
Is fresh, lively, and different 

Distinguishes you and makes you memorable 

Really shows your personality (be yourself) 
How do you get started? 

Reflect on your life. Talk to friends and family, ask them to tell you what they think is most unique about you and what your strongest personal characteristics are. Do you agree with them? 
Questions to ask yourself: 

What details of your life (personal or family problems, history, people or events that have shaped you or influenced your goals) might help a person better understand you or set you apart from other FLTA applicants? 

Have you had to overcome any unusual hardships or obstacles in your life? 

When did you become interested in teaching? 
Questions to ask about your supervisor and college/university officials: 

What personal characteristics do I possess that would appeal to him/her/them? 

What life experience do I have that would convince them of my maturity, integrity and adaptability? 

What are the most compelling reasons I can give for my future supervisor to be interested in me? 
Note: Take your time. The way a person devises the essay, determines the length, develops the response is all part of the process. The level of effort sends a message. 
Remember: Do the essay yourself, be careful, edit it and write as many drafts as necessary. Try not to repeat what is elsewhere in the application. 
OTHER IMPORTANT INFORMATION Duration of the FLTA Program Grant: The Fulbright FLTA grant is awarded for one academic year usually beginning in August and ending in May. The FLTA Program is a NON-DEGREE program. Candidates are required to arrive on the reporting date indicated when notified of an award and will be required to return to their home country when their FLTA Program is completed. There are NO EXCEPTIONS. Candidates wishing to pursue an advanced degree in the U.S. should NOT apply to the Fulbright FLTA Program or should be aware that they MUST return to their home countries and apply for a new visa category before they can return to the United States. Candidates cannot be accompanied by dependents during their assistantships and must be able to travel to the U.S. without an escort.
