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Monday, 14 November 2011

Open Doors 2011 report shows India continues to be the second largest source of international students in the US 

Over 100,000 Indian students studying at US colleges and universities
A whopping 44.4 % increase in American students studying in India

According to Open Doors 2011, the annual report on international academic mobility published by the Institute of International Education (IIE) with support from the Bureau of Educational and Cultural Affairs of the United States Department of State, the number of Indian students enrolled in U.S. institutions of higher education in 2010/11 continues to be over 100,000 at 103,895. While there is a marginal decline in the number compared to last year (104,897), India continues to be the second largest source of International students in the US.
The number of American students studying in India grew by a whopping 44.4% from 2,690 last year to 3,884 according to the current data.
“We are extremely pleased that more Americans are showing interest in studying in India. It shows the level of excitement India enjoys among young Americans. I am also very pleased that Indian students continue to show interest in studying in the US. The decline in figures is only marginal and such minor variations do not reflect a drop in overall interest in the US as the preferred destination abroad for Indian students”, said Mr Adam J. Grotsky, Executive Director, United States India Educational Foundation (USIEF).  
This year’s Open Doors report shows that the total number of international students at colleges and universities in the United States increased by 5 percent to 723,277 during the 2010/11 academic year. This represents a record high number of international students in the United States.  Increased numbers of students from China, particularly at the undergraduate level, largely accounts for the growth this past year. Chinese student enrollment in the United States rose to a total of nearly 158,000 students, or nearly 22 percent of the total international student population, making China the leading sending country for the 2nd year in a row. 
Students from India, the second largest international cohort in the United States, decreased by one percent to a total of nearly 104,000. Yet, India, as a destination for U.S. students studying abroad, increased 44.4 percent. While slightly declining in numbers, students from India still represent 14 percent of all international students in U.S. higher education.  
South Korea is the third leading place of origin, with more than 73,000 students, increasing by two percent and making up 10 percent of the total.  Together, the top three sending countries – China, India and South Korea – comprise nearly half (46 percent) of the total international enrollments in U.S. higher education.  Canada, Taiwan, Saudi Arabia, and Japan each represent approximately three to four percent of the total international student population, with these top seven places of origin comprising about 60 percent of the total.  
There were strong increases in the number of students from a few countries, most notably China, Saudi Arabia, Vietnam, Iran, and Venezuela, which all had increases of more than 10 percent.  Saudi Arabia moved up to #6 this year, with an increase of 44 percent, due primarily to the large Saudi government scholarship program that has been ramping up over the past few years. Vietnam increased by 14 percent, moving up to #8 this year from #20 five years ago. Iran joined the leading 25 places of origin, moving up to #22 with a 19 percent increase to just over 5,600 students.  Venezuela moved up to #23, with an increase of 11 percent to almost 5,500 students. Both Iran and Venezuela had been among the top sending countries in the 1970s to 1980s, when both oil-rich countries sent large numbers of their students to the United States for higher education.

According to Allan E. Goodman, President and CEO of the New York-based Institute of International Education, “The United States continues to host more international students than any other country in the world. Active engagement between U.S. and international students in American classrooms provides students with valuable skills that will enable them to collaborate across cultures and borders to address shared global challenges in the years ahead.” 
The report found notable increases in U.S. students going to study in many of the less traditional destinations. Fifteen of the top 25 destinations were outside of Western Europe and nineteen were countries where English is not a primary language. An increase of 44 percent in US students going to India brought that country up to the 14th leading destination, from number 21 in the prior year. Israel, Brazil and New Zealand also showed large percentage gains, all of them starting from small bases. 
For further information, please contact Dr. Diya Dutt on diya@usief.org.in 

========================================================================

Connect with USIEF and EducationUSA for advice on higher education in the US and information on Fulbright-Nehru and other Fulbright Fellowship opportunities.
See our website: www.usief.org.in
Or mail us at info@usief.org.in

Facebook.com/EducationUSADelhi

Tel.: +91-11-42090909

Toll Free: 1800-103-1231

Address: 12 Hailey Road New Delhi -110001

Monday- Friday: 

9.00 AM - 6.00 PM

Saturday (only 2nd and 4th): 
9.00 AM – 4.30 PM
=====================================================================
The Open Doors report is published by the Institute of International Education, the leading not-for-profit educational and cultural exchange organization in the United States.  IIE has conducted an annual statistical survey of the international students in the United States since 1919, with support from the U.S. Department of State's Bureau of Educational and Cultural Affairs since the early 1970s. The census is based on a survey of approximately 3,000 accredited U.S. institutions which host international students. Open Doors also reports on surveys on international scholars at U.S. universities; international students enrolled in pre-academic Intensive English Programs; and on U.S. students studying abroad (since 1985). A full press kit and further details on the Open Doors 2011 surveys and their findings can be accessed on www.iie.org/opendoors, and the full 120 page report can be ordered for $64.95 from IIE Books at www.iiebooks.org.

The Bureau of Educational and Cultural Affairs (ECA) of the U.S. Department of State manages a wide range of academic, professional, youth, sports, and cultural exchanges that include approximately 40,000 participants annually, with the goal of increasing mutual understanding and respect between the people of the United States and the people of other countries. These include, among others, the Fulbright Program, the Benjamin A. Gilman Scholarship Program, the Hubert H. Humphrey Fellowship Program, and the International Visitor Leadership Program.  ECA also manages the EducationUSA network of over 400 advising offices worldwide (http://educationusa.state.gov/) for students who wish to study in the United States. For more information on the Department of State’s educational and cultural exchange activities, visit www.exchanges.state.gov.
